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“And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, 
two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.”—Acts 1: 10, 11. 
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As I have said, Jesus Christ was our Elder Brother. He came here at 
the time appointed. And He came, as the Bible says, to do the will of the 
Father. “Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to 
do thy will, O God.” (Heb. 10: 7.) He said He came here not to do His 
own will, but the will of Him that sent Him. And He was the pattern 
for us all to follow. In the life, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, our Elder Brother, we can behold a type of the life, death and 
resurrection of us all, to son e degree. He lived in the body; He died, and 
went out of the body; he went into the spirit world; He not only mingled 
with the righteous in paradise, but He went and preached to the wicked, 
or those who had been wicked nearly two thousand years before. He 
preached the acceptable year of the Lord. He preached the same Gospel 
there that He preached in the flesh, that they might be reconciled unto 
God in the spirit and be judged according to men in the flesh. How are 
men to be judged in the flesh? They are to be judged by their deeds— 
“according to their works.” These had the Gospel preached unto them 
that they might have the same kind of judgment as those who had been 
preachéd to in the flesh. Jesus came back from that sphere, and took up 
His body again, and appeared unto His disciples. He showed them the 
marks of the nails that had been driven through His hands and feet, and 
the mark of the Roman spear that had been thrust into His side, that 
they might understand He had received His body again, and that He was 
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not merely a spiritual essence. His disciples were afraid and terrified 
when He came into the room where they were met with the doors shut, 
but He said to them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in 
your hearts? Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle 
me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.’ 
(Luke 24: 36-40.) Jesus Christ, while in mortality, speaking upon the 
power that He had from the Father to lay down His life and to take it up 
again, said: “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which 
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they 
that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” (John 5: 28-29.) All are 
to be raised from the dead. Jesus taught it. I am the resurrection and 
the life,” He said. He had the keys of the resurrection, and the keys of 
death and hell, as He proclaimed when He came back from visiting the 
spirit world. He also said, “All power is given unto me on earth, and in 
the heavens.” 

Then, my brethren and sisters, and friends, as Jesus died and went into 
the spirit world, so shall we. Our sojourn there may be a great deal longer 
than His. Some people have been there for hundreds and hundreds of 
years. But when we go we will go where we belong. That is something 
for us to reflect about. We are intelligent beings, and therefore we are 
responsible beings, and therefore we shall be judged. We are responsible 
to God, who gave us the life in our bodies, and who is the Father of our 
spirits. He has sent us down here to gain experience, and if we do good, 
it shall be well with us; if we do evil, it shall be sad with us. We will 
reap the fruit of our own sowing. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked,” 
said the ancient Apostle, what a man soweth, that also he shall reap.” 
Jesus Christ died that we might live. He shed His blood for the remis- 
sion of our sins, that we through obedience to the Gospel might obtain 
forgiveness of our past transgressions, that henceforth we might live in 
newness of life and become united with Him ani be His at His coming. 

We shall find that the Lord has laid out everything in perfect order. 
The resurrection will come to us all, as death will come to usall. Through 
the transgression of Adam death came into the world; through the righte- 
ousness and atonewent of Christ life will come into the world. “As in 
Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive.” And they shall all 
come forth, every man in his order, every man in his own place, every man 
in the sphere which he fits himself for. If by righteousness and godliness 
and obtaining the Spirit of Christ he is fit to associate with Christ and 
with the Father, and with the pure and the just of all ages, he shall enter 
into that glory and receive his reward. If he has made himself unfit for 
that society by his corruption, wickedness and abominations, he will have 
a place where he belongs, and he will come forth in his time. John the 
Revelator saw it all in a vision. First were those raised who were Christ's 
at His coming. He saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given them. He saw them that had been beheaded for the witness 
of Jesus, that they lived and reigned with Jesus Christ for a thousand 
years. Said he: “This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he 


¢ 
‘ 
4 
‘ 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 131 


that hath part in the first resurrection.” The blessed, the holy, the pure, 
those whom God calls His Saints, both of ancient and modern times, if 
they are Saints in very deed, blessed and holy are they: they have part 
in the first resurrection. But the rest of the dead, as a general thing, live 
not again till the thousand years are past. Then said he: “I saw the 
dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to 
their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death 
and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged 
every man according to their works.” (Rev. 20.) 

This is something, my dear friends, for you and me to consider to-day, 
at the close of this year. We can look back, and while we cannot remem- 
ber all that we have done through the year, we know what our general 
course has been. Has it been such as to recommend us to our selves? We 
can be judges of ourselves to a large extent; and we should be. We 
should sit in judgment upon our own acts. What has been our course 
during the past year? Are we pleased with it? Have we done the best 
we could? Have we striven against evil? Have we tried to trample 
under our feet our weaknesses, our follies and failings, and to be better 
men and women! We are just about to enter upon a new year. Shall 
we not in our hearts resolve that next year we will try to be better than 
we have been in the year that has past? Do not go and tell anybody; do 
not go to boasting about it; do not go and say, “I am going to be a 
better man; I am going to quit this, that or the other;” but let the 
resoluton be in your own souls, and ask God the Eternal Father to help 
you carry out your good resolves. It is a good thing to make good reso- 
lutions: it is a bad thing to break them. It is a bad thing, too, to boast 
about what you are going todo. Assure as you do that, the evil power 
that we call Satan will step in and try to make you break your resolution. 
Make your promises in secret to the Lord, and strive every day of your 
lives to be better. We only live a niinute at atime. Do not try to live a 
year atatime. Try to live every day for that day, according to what is 
right and true. Do right by one another. Live proper lives before all 
men, and also in secret. Remember that there is no secret thing but it 
shall be revealed; there is nothing hid but shall be made manifest. Let 
the desires of your hearts and the intentions of your souls be right and 
pure before God, and your acts will be in accordance therewith, at least 
to a very great extent. You may fail through some weaknesses that you 
have; butif you strive in this way you will grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of the truth. 

: There is a natural principle of sanctification in this. When you do 
right you make your bodies as well as your spirits better. When you do 
evil you tarnish the bodies that God has given you, and when they come 
forth they will, to a large extent, be as they are now. It is true, chey will 
be purified in the grave, and when they come forth they will be spiritual 
bodies, quickened by spirit, and a great many of the failings and frailties 
that we have will go down in the grave and stay there; bus when we come 


132 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


forth we will be ourselves, and no one else. Every one of us will have our 
own identity. We will be as we are now to some extent, even as Jesus 
was when He came forth, although His body was a spiritual body—and so 
will ours be. But when we come forth, if we have sanctified these bodies 
by obedience to the law of God, we will have a glorious eternity. He that 
sanctifieth his body by the laws of the celestial kingdom will have a celes- 
tial resurrection. He that only abideth a terrestial law will have a terres- 
tial body, and he that only abideth a telestial law will have a telestial 
body and glory. Every man in his own order; some with the glory of 
the sun, some with the glory of the moon, others with the glory of the 
stars; and as one star differeth from another star in glory in the firma- 
ment, “so also,” says the Apostle, “is the resurrection of the dead.” We 
will come forth with bodies adapted to our spirits and to the laws that 
we have obeyed, while we dwelt in the flesh, and the course we have pur- 
sued, and we will stand before the judgment seat, and we will give an 
account for the deeds we have done. All will be disclosed. We will be 
understood as we are, not as we appear to men to be. We will see as we 
are seen, and know as we are known. 

My brethren and sisters and friends, there is a way to obtain a crown in 
the kingdom of the Father. There is a way to obtain celestial glory—the 
glory of the sun. There is a way to be prepared to dwell with the best 
and purest that ever dwelt on the earth, in the presence of the Father 
and the Son forever. The beginning of that is faith in Christ, repentance 
of sin, baptism in water for the remission of sins—to be led down into the 
water, in the likeness of death; to be raised up in the likeness of the res- 
urrection, and then to walk in newness of life and to live by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God. He who does this shall have joy 
in life, shall dwell with the just behind the veil when he departs from the 
body, shall come forth in the morning of the resurrection day, when “the 
Son of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings,” and shall 
dwell in the presence of God and the Lamb forever, and a crown dt 
eternal life shall be given unto him that shall never perish or fade away. 
This is just as sure as that we are living now on the earth. To every one 
shall come the resurrection. To every one shall come that justice and 
judgment which shall be right, according as the Eternal wather shall 
mete out. 

These are a few words in the story of life and death ont the n 
as set forth in the Scriptures, a little of which we have heard this after - 
noon from the Book of Mormon. I bear my testimony that Jesus of 
Nazareth is the Son of Ged; that He lived; that He died for us: that He 
was raised from the dead; that He went back into the eternal heavens; 
and that in these last days He has come forth with His Father and 
appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith, and restored to earth the ever- 
lasting Gospel. I testify that that Gospel is here. It will be preached to 
every creature. The honest and true will receive and obey it, and they 
will qualify themselves to come forth in the resurrection of the just. The 
time will come when the Lord, who is our Righteousness and our Redeemer, 
will come from the heavens, and those who are alive aad remain will be 
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caught up to meet Him; those who are in their graves and are prepared 
will come forth in that resurrection; and they will dwell and reign with 
Him for a thousand years. Then the rest of the dead will come forth in 
their order and time, and every man will go where he belongs. The Lord 
will find a place for all where they can glorify Him and enjoy their exist- 
ence according to their capacities and what they have fitted themselves 
for—except a very few, who have received the truth and altogether tarned 
away from it, and revolted against it; who have knowingly and wilfully 
turned from God, and sought the lives of His servants, and committed in 
their hearts the shedding of innocent blood. These will go to perdition, 

with the devil and his angels, and they will be “filthy still,” and where 
God and Christ are they never can come, worlds without end. 

May the Lord help us to be His people, to serve Him, to keep His com- 
mandments, to walk in the light of His Spirit, that when we depart hence 
we may go in peace, that death may be sweet unto us, that we may dwell 
with the righteous behind the veil, to come forth in the bright and beau- 
tiful morning of the resurrection day, and greet our Lord, our Savior, our 
Elder Brother, Jesus Christ, and enter into His rest. Amen. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


“Our Katte” tells of her fast day experience: 


“It is fast day and I have just got home from Sabbath school. Wehave 
had one of the best schools this a.m. that I ever remember attending. You 
know our superintendent, Brother Salmon, usually attends service at the 
Temple on fast days, but, as you have no doubt heard, the Temple is closed 
foratime. I donot know why, but some intimate that it is because of 
the small pox, which has been the topic of conversation of late. To return 
to my subject, we have general testimonies in the various classes, then 
afterwards they usually call on four to bear their testimony to the school. 
Well, it was interesting this morning to see Brother Salmon, he seemed to 
be thoroughly enjoying himself and called on a dozen or more, until all 
(judging from myself) were shaking in their boots for fear their turn 
might come next; but we had a time of rejoicing, and I think all present 
enjoyed the spirit of God and also had their faith and testimony strength- 
ened, which is indeed a great blessing.” 


Our devoted friend Elder Wm. Eddington also writes: 

“T am at present in no mood to complain, God, our Father, is kind 
and meroiful to us all, and our life record is before Him, it will tally with 
that which is ever photographed on the tablets of our mental and spiritual 
organism, and the wrongs of this earth-life will be righteously adjusted 
in the life to come, when we shall be only too glad to forgive that we may 
be forgiven. 

“Tf I live in a land of turmoil, atrife and hypocrisy, if only in a political 
sense, is it not a perfect type of almost universal condition? Surely the 
thoughtful, abserving mind caunot but note the terrible drift and ten- 
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dency towards the consummation of some great end or purpose, human 
or Divine; all things and conditions, seen or unseen, conspire to strengthen 
our faith in the imauguration of a new life upon this little planet of ours. 
And oh! how many bright factors growing up in the midst of this people 
do I see, preparing to play their part in this universal change that must 
of necessity come to pass, lest the world sink and recede back into its 
original and chaotic condition, and its inhabitants be undone; but this is 
not its mission, hence heaven’s interposition for its salvation, and to this 
end are the redeemed behind the vail, together with God’s chosen few, 
assiduously working and co-operating. 

“How true your portrayal of diversity of character in men, and why 
not? since agency must be co-eternal with man’s personality, if there is 
a standard by which he is to be gauged and judged, I know of no other 
save in the life of Christ. 

“T think the time is not far distant when our Elders will be more fully 
imbued with spiritual force and wisdom commensurate with the existing 
demands upon their faith and energies, far in excess of the present; in the 
vision of my mind all things are gravitating to this end. I notice, as I 
have done for years, how very many of our missionaries go abroad like 
babes, and come back like giants. 

“Business in the city has been unusually good during the past year, 
and prospects are quite encouraging for the present one, mines, railroad 
improvements, government and local buildings, stock and other conven- 
tions, etc., all together betoken good times for mechanics and all the 
operative classes, and, with a plentiful downfall of the beautiful to moisten 
dear mother earth during the coming two months, our country cousins 
will also have smiles for every one.” 


PROMINENT LADY VISITOR TO SALT LAKE CITY. 


Mrs. LAURA G. FIN, a prominent worker in the W. C. T. U. cause of 
Chicago, also business manager of the Working Woman's Home, of the 
same city, has been spending a few days in Salt Lake City. She spent 
one day in visiting the leading points of interest in the city, in company 
with Mrs. Emmeline B. Wells, whom she met, with other prominent 
Utah women, at the National Council of Women at Washington last 
winter. Mrs. Fixen has as strong a face as it is one’s privilege to meet. 
In her firm countenance is depicted a character that faces adversity with 
no thought of giving up the object for which she has set out, and an 
executive ability that controls affairs with a master’s hand. She is an 
accomplished linguist, being perfectly familiar with six languages. 

In addition to the work already indicated, Mrs. Fixen edits a paper, 
which she styles “Diamond Dust,” referring to it as being smal] but 
precious. The paper might be termed the organ of the home, for it has 
proved a benefactor to many homes, representing an institution that finds 
employment, and gives shelter to 800 or 900 women. 

When asked the real purpose of the home, Mra, Fixen said, it was to 
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find honorable employment for girls who have drifted into Chicago from 
various parts of the country in hope of bettering their conditions in 
life. It costs a young woman $2.50 per week to live at the home, which 
is far superior to the average home. It is kept scrupulously clean, and a 
high moral atmosphere pervades, so that there is nothing in the girls’ sur- 
roundings that would tend to tempt them to a life of shame. An excellent 
library is connected with the home, also baths, and a bed provided for each 
girl. Aside from the city institution the home has a summer resort about 
30 miles from Chicago, on the shore of Lake Michigan, at which any 
respectable working woman in the great city, irrespective of creed or class 
whether a beneficiary of the home or not, may stay two weeks, absolutely 
free. 

Mrs. Fixen is one of the promoters of the institution, which has been 
established twelve years, and in that time has furnished employment to 
thousands. There are now twenty-one directors to the home. There is a 
free dispensary for the sick connected with this most benevolent institu- 
tion where medicines and the like are administered gratuitously. If any 
woman comes there sick or without money she is never turned away, for 
to be shut out, and driven back into the crowded streets of the city would 
mean almost certain destruction. 

“Are you ever imposed upon?” was asked of Mrs. Fixen. 

“T think not,” was the reply. “At least not very often,” and the tender 
lines of her benevolent face would assure any one that she was indeed a 
lover of humanity, especially of her sex. 

“Are we imposed upon when we give a meal to a girl, when she has 50 
cents or a dollar in her pocket? I think not,” she said, in answer to her 
own question, supplemented by, “the poor girl needs it for something else, 
so we have no trouble of the kind spoken of.” 

In this home a girl is never chided or scolded, they are ruled with the 
all masterful power of love. 

Mrs. Fixen spoke of her meeting with the Utah ladies at Washington as 
being very pleasant, and she has looked forward to her visit to Utah as one 
of the brightest events in her life. Yesterday she attended three meetings 
of the Saints, the German meeting in the morning, the Eighteeneth ward 
in the afternoon, and the Tabernacle, in the evening. She was greatly 
impressed, she said, by what she saw and heard, affirming that she never 
before beheld such conscientious earnestness and sweetness of spirit in 
religious gatherings as she saw yesterday. To see husbands with their 
wives and children together at meeting all actuated with the same thought, 
was, she said, something new to her. She was astonished to see so many 
men at church—for in non-“Mormon” communities the women were the 
principal church goers. 

J was particularly impressed with the sermon of President Joseph F. 
Smith last evening,” said Mrs. Fixen. “Never before have I heard the 
Gospel of Purity so strongly proclaimed as it was in his sermon.” 

Mrs. Fixen will leave tomorrow for the East, with the consciousness, 
she said, of knowing that one of the most pleasurable events in her life 
has just taken place in Utah. Deseret News. 
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THE EVILS OF WAR. 


To all who are not destitute of human sympathy, the thought of war 
brings anything but pleasant feelings; no matter how its preparations 
may be disguised by gay song of heraldry, the flashing of uniforms, the 
strains of enlivening martial music or the gaudy display of banners, 
When stripped of these together with the dazzling gloss of heroiam, it 
stands out in all its hideous deformity as murder on a wholesale plan. 
It may be somewhat justifiable in case of self defense against a foe who 
knows nothing of the civilization of the age nor of better and more 
humane methods of settling disputes. But it is deplorable to see Chris- 
tians pitted against Christians, striving with all the diabolical weapons 
that human ingenuity can invent to destroy the lives of their brethren in 
the Lord, each party praying to the same God in the name of the same 
Prince of Peace for victory over the other. From a human point of view 
it would be impossible to answer the prayers of both contending parties, 
unless they were allowed alternate victories until both armies were anni- 
hilated. War, with all its after-math of widowed homes, orphaned chil- 
dren, mourning parents, and crippled mendicante, seldom effects the 
settlement of disputes along the lines of right or justice, but always 
leaves in the hearta of the conquered feelings of bitterness and hatred 
that generations will hardly serve to eradicate. 

Nations will not allow individuals or classes to settle their disputes by 
force of arms, then why should they not take the medicine they prescribe 
for their subjects by settling their differences in courts of arbitration! 
Does the commandment “Thou shalt not kill,” apply only to individuals 
and not to nations? The time was when physical strength was the ruling 
force in the world, but in this age when it is asserted that the pen is 
mightier than the sword, when the nations of Europe and America boast 
of their Christianity, is it not time, after nearly 1900 years of Christian 
teaching, that these nations were working more nearly to the time when 
men should “beat their swords into plough shares and their spears into 
pruning hooks”? 

During the Greek and Turkish war, when it was found that Turkey was 
about to overrun Greece, the powerful nations of Europe called a halt and 
compelled those nations to come to terms otherwise than by fovoe of arms 
If this were right and good to prevent bloodshed and destruction, why 
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would it not be the proper thing to apply the same preventive rules when 
greater nations are exposed to the same disease 

If arbitration were the rule a small nation might stand some chance of 

being fairly dealt with, but when force is the judge and executioner, the 
weak nation must be crushed, with only the poor satisfaction of a con- 
sciousness of having fought bravely and bled freely for the right. 
The armies and navies are sapping the financial and moral life of the 
nations. Under better and more equitable industrial conditions, these 
men, who are trained to destroy life and property, together with those 
who are engaged in building warships and manufacturing armaments, 
might be made producers of those things necessary for the comfort and 
convenience of mankind; but now they are only consumers of the hard 
earnings of the laboring classes, for all the taxes that support them come 
from the workers, as they are only wealth producers among the nations. 

Probably the moral phase of this question is the most serious of all. 
The soldiers are selected especially for their strong constitutions, and are, 
therefore, the flower of the nations so far as physical manhood is con- 
cerned. This condition if coupled with good moral and intellectual train- 
ing would place them on the lead in civil life, and their powers would be 
transmitted to future generations for the advancement of the race. In- 
stead of this they are trained in the art of bloodshed and cruelty, which 
tends to harden their hearts and banish all those finer feelings that go 
to make up the better part of humanity and raise the human above the 
brute. The ovations accorded them when going to the front and on 
returning give the impression that the only road to glory and distinc- 
tion leads through a baptism of blood. Even in times of peace a mili 
tary life tends to degrade and demoralize, and this is not confined to 
the soldier, but the immoral poison permeates all grades of society. The 
following from a short article taken from Scribner's entitled “Militarism 
and Public Morals,” and published in a late issue of the Stak, tells a wofyl 
tale af moral depravity : 

“Among the rank and file occur those illegitimate unions common to 
every garrison town. Militarism acts directly and indirectly to make 
them 8 to assume the responsibilities of marringe. low serious 
this evil has become may be gathered from the report of Dr. Hirscherbe 
of Berlin. In that city alone in 1897, 8,000 victims of these Arbeiter-Ehen 
as they are called, who had been deserted by their companions, appealed 
for public relief. In 1895 the number reached 12,000. But Berlin is not 
the only capital 1 ＋ with these unfortunates. They crowd the dark 
corners of the cities of all the militant countries of Europe.” 


To these unfortunates must be added the thousands who never make 
their shame known to the public, and we have an exhibit that should 
bring a blush of shame to the cheeks of those in power among the nations 
who fail to use that power to bring about a better condition of things. 

All honor to the Czar of Russia for his proposal of disarmament, and 
may the time speedily come when war shall be laid away with its twin 
brothers of barbarism—human slavery and cannabalism ! AW 


Wu have had the sad pleasure of a few days visit from Sister Adrianna 
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N. Keilholz, widow of Elder Lau Keilholz who died in Arnhem, Holland, 
January 25, from affection of the heart. Our bereaved Sister is on her 
way to Salt Lake City, and will sail on the s.s. Htruria, March 3, and prob- 
ably arrive home before the remains of her husband, which will be shipped 
from Liverpool on the s.s. Columbia on the 6th of this month. Sister 
Keilholz is quite as cheerful as could be expected. Her own understanding 
of the Gospel, supported by the consoling influence of the Holy Spirit and 
the prayers, faith and sympathy of the Saints, the Elders and the presiding 
authorities, have certainly been efficacious in her case, as in that of many 
others who have passed through similar ordeals. 


District MTW Norice.—There will be district meetings of the 
Latter-day Saints held in the Temperance Hall, Middlesborough, on Sun- 
day, March 11, 1900. Some of the Presidency of the European Mission 
will be in attendance. Services will commence at 10:30 a. m., 2 and 6:30 
p.m. All are invited. Seats free. 


Reteases.—Elders W. H. Thomas and W. E. Jones of the Welsh Confer- 
ence and John C. Rushton of the Manchester Conference have been honor- 
ably released to return home on the 8.8. Astoria from Glasgow, Mar. 10, 1900. 

Elder J. C. McFarlane of the Liverpool Office has been honorably re- 
leased to return home on the s.s. Campania from Liverpool, March 10, 1900. 


DISTRICT MEETING. 


Ox the 25th ult. the Manchester Conference held a very successful 
District Meeting in the Rechabite Hall, Heywood. A Priesthood meeting 
was held in the morning, when the Presidency of the mission reviewed 
the past labors and present condition of the Conference generally. Sug- 
gestions and counsel were apt and suitable, and the exercises seemed to 
prepare the brethren for the public meetings in the latter part of the day. 

At 2 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. tre hall was filled by the Saints from the sur- 
rounding neighborhood, and quite a number of investigators and strangers. 
The speakers were the Presidency, and Sister Park, missionary. President 
Briggs also gave expression to his feelings and desires. The weather was 
fine; refreshments were provided in the room between meetings, which 
gave the Saints a grand chance of becoming familiar with each other, and 
exercising faith for the work in their several localities. 

The brethren of the ministry had a time of refreshing, and also a presen- 
tation of ideas and work for the opening of the season which already in- 
cites special attention. 


DEATH OF ELDER HENRY W. BERG. 


On February 22 we received a telegram from President Andreas Peter- 
son, Copenhagen, announcing the death of Elder Henry W. Berg. On 
February 23, President Peterson wrote further particulars as follows: 

“Tt becomes my painful duty to report the demise of one of our beloved 
brethren, Elder Henry W. Berg. He died in Christiania, of consumption, 
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on the night of Feb. 21, about 12 o’clock. Elder Berg is from Provo, Utah, 
and was about twenty-one years old. He arrived in Copenhagen on the 
7th of November, 1899, and was appointed to labor in the Christiania 
Conference, Norway. Some time ago I heard that he was sick but not 
serious. A few days since I received the sad news that he had been sent 
to the hospital, and yesterday the telegram came: ‘Berg died last night.’ 

“This evening a letter came from President Pedersen, dated Christiania, 
the 22nd, which in substance reads as follows: ‘We made many calls at 
the hospital yesterday, the last one about 9:40 last night. All that could 
be done for Elder Berg was done until the last minute, he had the best 
care at the hospital and all treated him with kindness and consideration. 
It is casting a gloom over all of us to-day, but I am satisfied it is the 
will of the Lord.’ 

“T have instructed President Pedersen to prepare the remains for ship- 
ment and will now write to him about al] the particulars, and will also 
release one of the Elders, whose time is fully up, to accompany Elder Berg’s 
remains home.” 


QUIET CHATS. No. 5. 


[Continued from page 127.] 

Mr. Wuitz. The prophecies have been literally, faithfully, positively 
fulfilled. They were indeed Divine. 

Mn. B. But we hear nothing now of tongues, healing, miracles, revele- 
tion, or any of those old fashioned things; if ever they were of value we 
have surely fallen on evil days. 

JoszEPH. Pa, I think it would be good to complete “the laying on of 
hands”—I mean as to the sick, for that is surely a part of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, or was in the days of Christ and the Apostles. 

Mr. W. That is certainly the best at present, then there is order in all 
things, you know time is flying fast. 

JoszPH. Of course you all remember the final charge given to the 
Apostles just before the ascension of the Savior, “They shall lay hands 
on the sick and they shall recover” is the way it reads, Mark 16: 17, and 
this was in true keeping with His own practice, for we read that the 
Savior “laid his hands upon a few sick folk and healed them.” Mark 6: 6. 
When he sent out the Twelve, “They cast out many devils, and anointed 
with oil many that were sick and healed them.” Mark 6: 15. The Savior 
healed all manner of sickness, and commissioned His Apostles to do the 
same, Matt. 11: 8. And James much later said, “Is any sick among you 
let them call for the Elders of the Church, and let them pray over them 
anointing with oil in the name of the Lord, and the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick and the Lord shall raise him up.” James5: 14. Ananias 
laid hands on Saul, “that he might receive his sight.” Saul (Paul) also 
on the island of Melita, or Malta, laid hands on the daughter of the 
governor thereof and she was healed, just as had been done in the cities 
of Lycaonia by Paul and Barnabas, Acts 14. 

Joun. I have read all those things over and over again, but they 
seemed too good to be true, or the world is not good enough for them. 
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Lucy. And we read them in the Sunday school, but our teachers all 
say that these things are done away. 

Mr. W. There may be truth in that, but it would be much better if 
they would also tell you the reason why. 

Mrs. B. here passes round some oranges, and then the conversation takes 
another turn. 

Mr. W. I have been thinking during the conversation, how intimately 
there is interwoven all through this divine order, the essential need of 
authority, surely it was not left for any man to preach, (Rom. 10: 14-15,) 
far more to assume active official prerogative and baptize, or lay on hands 
for confirmation, for the gift of the Holy Ghost, or for the healing of the 
afflicted. Heb. 5: 4. “How shall they (men) hear without a preacher, 
and how shall they preach except they be sent.” “No man taketh this 
honor unto himeelf, except he be called of God as was Aaron,” it surely is 
as our great leader Jesus said, “If I honor myself my honor is nothing,” 
John 8: 54. These men were surely called, appointed, ordained, endawed 
and acknowledged, or every thing would have been chaotic, disorderly, 
and at haphazard as to results. 

Mn. B. I can see that clearly enough, and it would appear as if order 
included supervision and direction, there were no “loose ends” as we 
sometimes say, or anything unimportant or superfluous! 

Mr. W. No doubt much of this was given by Jesus to His Apostles 
viva voce, for it is suggested and promised that the Holy Ghost should 
“bring all things to their remembrance, and show them things to come,” 
so we have no account of documents, constitutions or formula for the 
future of the believers in Christ, the great thing was to establish this 
belief, then obedience, then association and direction, for it was evident 
that “a people every where spoken against” needed sympathy, encour- 
agement and unity, if only as a matter of defense; so “the Church” for 
many reasons was a necessity, and if the genesis of Christianity was 
divine, divine wisdom, no doubt, provided for ite continuance, 

Mr. B. I cannot say that I fully understand what you are driving at. 

Mr, W. Not driving, but leading the way, for on the order, discipline, 
organization and officers, surely success in great part depended. 

Mn. B. To be sure! You mean to say then that Christ intended or 
founded a Church, made up of His disciples, governed by his authority, 
adapted to accomplish his ends. 

Mr. W. I could not have defined that point any better, and now what 
does the New Testament say about that? for we have thus far studied 
original Christianity from the main record now extant. 

Mr. B. Why, does that book say anything of this? I thought every 
thing was but fragmentary and uncertain, and that people joined together 
then, some way as they do now. 

Mr. W. Oh no! I have been wanting you to see for yourself that 
means for man’s salvation were fully provided, nothing was left to chance, 
and that the conditions of to-day could not possibly have existed—would 
not have been permitted, either under the rule of Christ or his immediate 
successors, 
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MX. B. I can see that, but how was it to be successfully avoided? 

Mr. W. Solely by virtue of the voice of authority, supplemented by 
that inward testimony which all true disciples enjoyed, so that no “un- 
certain sound” was music to their ears. Consequently we read of “the 
Church of Christ” in many places, and as if to emphasize His authority 
it is sometimes called “the Church of God.” (See I Cor. 2: 22, I Tim. 3: 5.) 

Mn. B. Can this be so? Now we have the Church of England, the 
Church of Scotland, the Lutheran Church, the Roman Catholic Church, 
we also have Wesleyans of many grades, Baptists.in variety, Congrega- 
tionalists, Quakers and a host of non-conformists whose names I can’t 
remember, for “they are legion.” 

Mr. W. You begin to see now, that division, contrariety, and local or 
national nomenclature have superceded the Divine name and, this fact is 
so manifest that while all are “Christians,” it is but nominal, the moral 
courage is lacking to dignify a sorry counterfeit by the name of One who 
prayed that His followers “might be one even as he and his Father 
were one.” 

Me. B. Well, how is it I have never thought of that before? Wife, 
have you ever heard anything like that, the religious world is “out of 
joint,” and no mistake. 

Mrs. B. Ah Robert, I have thought on those things many a time, and 
wondered whether those golden days of the Master's rule would ever 
come again. 

Jose. Pa, suppose I read what the New Testament says on the 
—— then the ground is cleared before us all. We read in the I. Cor. 
12: 28, “God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, 
thirdly teachers; we also read of “the Church of God.” It was called by 
the name of Jesus Christ, because “The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, thé 
Father of glory,” determined, and “gave bim to be the head over all things 
to theehurch.” Eph.1: 22. It was “his body,” purchased “with his own 
blood,” and “built” as he declared it should be on “the Rock” of revela- 
tion, and Paul called himself an “Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God.” 

Mn. B. Well, what a complete and wonderful organization, meant for 
use and efficiency, and surely smacking of a power which it seems is much 
lacking in our day. 

Mn. W. I am fully satisfied that this was all enderetood i in the begin- 
ning, when the Savior sent out His representatives, two and two, afterwards 
as His Apostles, and then “Seventy and other Seventy also.” His sue: 
cessors also “ordained them Elders in every city,” where they were received. 
This was most likely outlined during the Savior’s three years ministry, 
but especially during those wonderfully sacred “forty days” between the 
resurrection and the ascension. Those were pregnant times, the destiny 
of men bung there, the Gospel which Paul calls “the wisdom of God” was 
then being revealed to an unworthy generation, but “the stone which the 
builders refused will yet become the head of the corner.” Matt. 21: 42. 

Mr. B. You are sanguine! And I, well, I am, just—nowhere. 

Mr. W. You and yours are doing fine! You havo learnt many things 
during our brief acquaintance, and your family has taken many lessons 
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in the same period, but may I again suggest that there is a great deal to 
be understood yet, in regard to the all embracing Gospel of Jesus Christ; 
your present elucidation has been mainly of a negative character, yet 
with positive conclusions. To review those made in the last few weeks 
may not be altogether unprofitable, we shall then determine where we 
stand, and so be prepared for future advancement by that understanding. 

Mr. B. Are we not at the end now, Mr. White? Can any more be 
understood or discovered from the New Testament? 

Mr. W. You remind me of a saying attributed to Sir Isaac Newton; 
when congratulated on his scientific discoveries, he said, “I am just like a 
boy playing on the sands of the sea shore, picking up here a pebble and 
there a shell, while the great ocean of truth lies unexplored before me.” 

Mn. B. Do you compare religious truths with scientific truth and 
discovery? And have these any affinity? 

Mr. W. Why, they are the same, all truth is from the one great foun- 
tain of intelligence, and while we discriminate between truths, they are 
all associated and connected ; they are all from everlasting to everlasting, 
albeit for the convenience of the finite mind we classify and separate, but 
truth is one, one in its origin, one in its purpose, even when divided as to 
human reckoning by its revelation. Truth is eternal, hence the Gospel 
is designated as “the new and everlasting Gospel,” new as to its periods 
of revealment, but everlasting as to its conception; its application to the 
short-sighted may appear to be fitful, men may talk of it as they talk of 
other “lost arts,” but evolution of the faculties of man aided by the eter- 
nal spirit of intelligence will yet demonstrate the relationship which 
truths, now apparently conflicting or irrelevant, bear to each other. 
Harmony, unity, fitness and efficacy will be found to be the unchangable 
attributes of Truth, for God is the author thereof, and while religious 
truth, so called, may be designated as “the Science of Eternal life,” all 
other Truth is auxiliary to that which determines man’s relationship to 
Deity, and the way by which an assured return into his Father’s presence 
shall be secured. It also determines man’s relation to the immaculate 
revealer Jesus Christ, the necessity of His Gospel, example, atonement 
and death. It also clears from the fog and mist of ages, man’s relation- 
ship to his fellow man; the enigma of life, past, present and to come, and 
yet you ask (as the child asks for the moon) whether you have heard, 
received or comprehended that magnificent whole as you once comprehended 
it, or as it was comprehended in the Councils of the great Immortals in 
the Heavens. 

M. B. Why, you have nearly taken away my breath, and I feel as if 
silence and prayer were most befitting this blessed social hour. I seem 
to be bigger, yet much smaller; to gather knowledge, yet to know less; 
to be associated with time, yet to look out on the border of eternities past 
and yet to come; to stand in the presence of the Gods, and yet to be a 
poor mean, crawling worm of the earth, to be the husband of a wife, the 
father of a family, and a citizen of the world, and yet unworthy of the 
life which God has given. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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POETRY. 
TO A YOUNG LADY. 


On THE DEATH IN THE Mission FID or Her AFFriaNncen. 


In shadows that come with the twilight, 
And herald the darkening night too, 

My thoughts issue out on the stillness, 
And, Florence, they all turn to you. 


At first in an outburst of sorrow, 
While vainly I struggle to know 

The source and the strange hidden meaning 
Why fate has decreed your life so. 


An impulse—it seems like rebellion 
Would come if the victim were I, 
But a voice as of whispered persuasion 
Seems calmly to ask of me why? 


In the light of my feeble discretion 
While groping in doubt and mistrust, 
Would I think of another’s stern trial 


And boldly pronounce it unjust? 


I think of one night when I saw you 
So brave in your efforts to smile, 

In greeting to those gathered round you, 
Your eyes brimming over the while; 


And I know in this moment of musing 
Rebellion is feeble and wrong, 

And only submission in sorrow 
Is noble, exalting and strong. 


There is something so sacred in sorrow 
When the first passioned outburst is still, 


There's something that borders on sweetness, 
No matter how throbbing the pain: 

Plans may be crushed and hopes blighted 
And longing seem empty and vain; 


In the thought that a hand has decreed it 
To bring us more closely to Him. 


Till it seems there is something to envy, 
In those who have suffered and known 


The blank of despair that has brightened, 
And healed in His presence, alone! 


In those who can feel for His anguish 
And almost seem clasping His hand, 

In bonds firmly strengthened between them 
Forever, for both understand. 


To turn from the pain of the present 
And know that in sweet earnest prayer, 
He is near you to answer your bidding 
And lighten the weight of your care. 


To know he has listened in kindness — 
To plesding from other lips too, 

For, Florence, the friends have been many 
Whose prayers have ascended for you; 


From hearts that are true in their trusting, 
And worthy to ask and to pray, 

Whose worth He has tested and proven, 
And He will not turn them away. 


Though blankly the years reach before you, 
That seem only darkness and night, 

The hand that has willed has not blighted, 
For sorrow like yours is no blight. 


Like flowers bent low in the tempest 
And drenched in the merciless rain, 

Unsheltered, unspared from its fury, 
Yet uplifting their beauty again; 


Unharmed by the force that has bowed them, 
To smile in the warmth of the sun, 

Not blighted, but fairer and purer 
For the hour of storm that is done. 


You’re young, and the sharp thrust of trial 
Strikes deep, and the pain will be long, 

But natures thus tried are not lacking, 
And yours will prove noble aad strong. 


To know, and in humble submission, 
Confess that He only is just, 

And afterwards strength from His mercy 
To suffer, to wait and to trust. 


May the years of your future be counted 
_The purest existence can give, 

Each brighter for some wise endeavor, 
And crowned with the longing to live. 


For the life that will come after waiting 


And glad willing patience to bear, 
Where one who will wait for your coming 
Has gone in advance to prepare, 


A path through the sharp thorn of anguish 
Which firm holy footsteps have trod, 
Through moments of weakness and doubting, 
But every step nearer to God. 
Burna R. ANDERSON. 


Of souls to a wise holy Will. 
A sweetness like sunshine through shadow, 
Like smiling with eyes that are dim, 


